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Thereôs lots of talk and high expectations, but 

what has the ñstimulusò package done for you? 

General consensus is ñnot much yetò. 

 

With the exception of Transportation projects, 

other segments of the Construction industry are 

showing minimal gain. Hiring has not increased ï 

although job loss has slowed. 

 

What is slowing the disposition of ñstimulusò 

dollars? Red tape and inherent bureaucracy 

 

A shortage of contract administrators at the state 

and federal level who approve of and control the 

disposition of funding. 

 

The ñBuy Americanò clause. The intent may be 

clear, but implementation is difficult due to varied 

interpretations and all agree that significant cost 

increases and shortages are a direct result. 

 

Will the ñstimulusò work? 

 

Yes, if we give it a chance, moderate our expecta-

tions, work with governmental agencies to revise 

and stream line the process. 

While the affects of the ñstimulusò have yet to be 

fully realized, speculation is driving material 

costs higher. 

 

Manufacturerôs of PVC, HDPE, ductile iron and 

corrugated metal pipe have all announced price 

increases for Q3 due to increases in the cost of 

feed stocks, scrap metal and energy. 

 

What effect will price increases running ahead of 

the demand curve have on projects? Itôs hard to 

tell, but short-term, they wonôt be positive. 

 

Holding bid prices will be difficult for more than 

30 days. The need to rebid will extend project 

time lines. Escalation clauses will be a sticky part 

of project cost estimating. 

 

We should be careful not to allow the need to 

profit from the stimulus to stifle it before it starts. 
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Build Now-NY 
Program 

The Build Now-NY program 

assists local governments, 

economic develop-

ment organizations, public 

authorities, and real estate 

developers to 

"pre -permit"  sites they are 

promoting. By doing 

the advance work needed to 

secure the necessary permits, 

New York State and its local 

partners are able to reduce 

the amounts of time and 

money that a business would 

spend on construction of a 

new facility...see page 2 

 

 

WORKSHOPS 

Staring in February 2010.  

RAMSCO will be offering one 

day seminars on Electro/Butt 

Fusion and Shoring. Class 

Sizes are limited.  Sign-Up 

today!  

http://www.state.ny.us/



